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the Scriptures were written by the Spirit
of God, and have a meaning, not only
such as is apparent at first sight, but also
another, which escapes the notice of most.
For those [words] which are written are
the forms of certain Mysteries, and the
images of divine things. Respecting which
there is one opinion throughout the whole
Church, that the whole law is indeed
spiritual; but that the spiritual meaning
which the law conveys is not known to all,
but to those only on whom the grace of
the Holy Spirit is bestowed in the word of
wisdom and knowledge/'1 Those who
remember what has already been quoted
will see in the "Word of wisdom" and
"the word of knowledge" the two typical
mystical instructions, the spiritual and the
intellectual.

In the Fourth Book of De Principiis,
Origen explains at length his views on the
interpretation of Scripture. It has a
"body," which is the "common and
historical sense"; a "soul," a figurative
meaning to be discovered by the exercise
of the intellect; and a " spirit/' an inner

* Vol. X. De Principiis, Preface, p. &